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The 

Facing a Financial Storm 
By Mark Samuel, Executive Director 

It is hard not to be caught 
up in the daily headlines. 
There is so much to talk 
about and think about and 
the news changes almost 
hour by hour. We are facing 
a very important presiden-

tial election. Just about everyone knows 
someone involved in the fighting in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and in other parts of the 
world. We hear about a potential global 
financial melt-down. Add to this concerns 
about social security, education, etc. and 
you have a sizeable amount of bad news. 
What is sad is that all 
of these events and 
conditions will nega-
tively impact the poor 
around the world. They 
already struggle with 
limited resources. Re-
sources will continue to 
diminish and more peo-
ple will be in need of 
them.  
 
Recently a woman 
came into one of our centers needing 
food. We hold monthly food distributions 
in two public housing developments and 
the woman came in three days after a 
distribution. Normally we have enough 
food left over at the end of the distribu-
tion to provide emergency food assistance 
for those in need during the rest of the 
month. This time, because of the number 
of people needing food at the distribution, 

we had only two cases of beans left. We 
made arrangements to pick up food from 
another center to cover the shortage but 
I know that this is not a one-time occur-
rence. Needs are increasing. 
 
People walk through our doors every day 
with different needs. Sometimes it is 
food, clothing, or furniture needs. Some-
times they need transportation or need 
to be referred to another agency. They 
may need to use a computer to check 
emails, or make copies of bills to send in 
to qualify for government assistance. 
Children come in to get a drink of water 
or to get a piece of candy. Many days we 

work with people 
dealing with various 
forms of personal 
crisis. Occasionally 
we help people deal 
with emergency 
situations that re-
quire immediate 
assistance. 
 
The people we 
serve say they do 
not know where 

they would go for help if Neighborhood 
Ministries were not here. Though we en-
courage self-sufficiency rather than de-
pendency on our help, we are needed. 
And we cannot do this alone. As we face 
increased needs and fewer resources, we 
need your support and encouragement 
so that we can continue to help families 
and children weather the financial storm 
that’s brewing. Thank you for considering 
us as a ministry partner! N
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Good News 

Mark 2:1-12 tells the story of a group of 
people who brought a paralytic man to 
Jesus. Before this happened they had to 
carry him through town, lift him up on 
the roof, cut a hole in the roof and lower 
him down. If you read the passage care-
fully you will notice that it was more 
than four people that took part in the 
effort. Though four men carried the 
man, others were there lending support 
and encouraging the paralytic.  
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Camp Blessings 
 
This summer we sent 28 children and one adult to 
camp. One of the camps offered was a first timers 
camp, which was attended by the father of children in 
our after-school and summer programming. He 
brought four children with him.  
 
One parent sent her daughter to camp even though 
she no longer lives in the immediate neighborhood. 
Neighborhood Ministries sent her to camp when she 
was a child and she wanted her daughter to have the 
same experience. At camp our children have the op-
portunity to relax in a peaceful setting, to be sur-
rounded by people that love them and engage in ac-
tivities that build friendships and promote spiritual 
growth. 
 
A BIG thank you everyone who made camp possible 
for our children. Special thanks goes to the American 
Baptist Churches of Ohio, which donated $2,500 to 
send children to camp. Thanks also to Kevin Snyder 
and the members of Mountview Baptist Church in Co-
lumbus for not only raising over $4,000 so our chil-
dren to go to camp, but also for providing leadership 
and lots of love, which our children need. 
 

Building Community and Good Health 
 
In August we held two community days, one in our 
Kirwan Homes neighborhood and one in our Rockford 
Village neighborhood. Although we had games, prizes 
and food, our focus was to provide health screening 
for children before they go back to school. Over 100 
children received free dental, vision, and hearing 
screening. Neighborhood Ministries staff members are 
following up on all identified needs to ensure that 
children receive the care they need. Thank you to Cal-
vary Baptist Church, Goodwill Industries, Hospice of 
the Valley, Humility of Mary Health Partners, Rudy 
Braydich (dentist), and Youngstown Hearing and 
Speech for their support and service. 
 
After completing the screenings the children were al-
lowed to receive prizes and play on a bounce-around. 
We also gave out free school supplies, thanks to the 
American Baptist White Cross program. Both of the 
events were great fun and neighbors are already ask-
ing when we are going to do it again. 

From L to R: kitchen 

crew from Calvary Bap-

tist; Rudy Braydich pro-

viding dental screening; 

the Bounce-Around, a 

big hit; nurse 

Brenda Cook 

checking weight. 
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What’s Going on at Fairview? 
 
Many have asked about our Fairview Arts and Outreach 
Center, a collaborative venture with Neighborhood Min-
istries, the Trumbull Baptist Association, and Top Hat 
Productions. Like any organization, some activities have 
moved along quickly, while others have moved forward 
much slower than we would like. 
 
Top Hat Productions has been very involved with com-
munity theater productions at the facility. They were 
nominated for 22 awards and received 3 awards from a 
local community theater association. This year was  the 
first time in the history of the association that a Chris-
tian production received nominations.  In addition to a 
regular season of productions, Top Hat also provided a 
free summer youth theater workshop series involving 
48 children. Next year, in addition to the passion play 
The Earth Trembled, Top Hat is also planning to stage 
Narnia, after the C.S. Lewis book The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe.  
 
Last year we moved out Youth Media Team into the 
building, providing us with 4 digital video editing sta-
tions. We bring teens from our other community cen-
ters to Fairview for instruction in digital video produc-
tion. We are preparing the kitchen for a teaching pro-
gram to provide training and instruction in catering and 
restaurant skills. United Way volunteers recently in-
stalled a suspended ceiling and we are in the final 
stages of preparation before the kitchen is inspected.  
 
We are also discussing the possibility of opening the 
building as a senior center, providing supportive ser-

vices and programming for seniors living in the commu-
nity around the facility. This has been a slow process as 
we learn about needs and resources available to ad-
dress the needs. 
 
We are excited about what is happening and 
look forward to sharing more news about the 
happenings at Fairview! 

 

Before 

After 

Rewards for a Job Well Done 
 
Youth from our summer program posed with staff 
outside of Cedar Point amusement park before 
spending the day on rides. The youth went to San-
dusky, Ohio together as a reward for positive 
achievement and behavior at our community centers. 
Some of the youth were part of our teen JOBS train-
ing program. JOBS participants also received a shop-
ping trip to purchase up to $350 worth of school 
clothes as an incentive for their work in the program. 
At the end of the summer, younger children went on 
a day trip to Chuck E Cheese as their reward for 
positive behavior. 
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Just a Reminder... 
 
The Youngstown Foundation will provide a 
5% match for any gift of $100.00 or more 
given to Neighborhood Ministries. Dona-
tions can be made out to The Youngstown 
Foundation with a note earmarking the gift 
to Neighborhood Ministries. Donations can 
be sent to: 

 

The Youngstown Foundation 

PO Box 1162 
Youngstown, OH 44501 

 
Thank you for considering  

this extra giving opportunity. 

Please remember your church and Neighborhood Ministries in your will. 

The Good News Newsletter is a monthly publication 

of Neighborhood Ministries. To contact us for tours, 

speaking engagements or other special needs, please 

write or call the following: 

  

Kirwan Homes                          Rockford Village 
75 Jackson Street                            1402 B Dogwood Drive 

Campbell, OH 44405                Youngstown, OH 44505 

(330) 755-8696                                (330) 744-1446 

Fax (330) 755-8699               Fax (330) 744-1456 

 

Fairview Center                        www.Ohionm.org 
4220 Youngstown Poland Rd           

Youngstown, OH 44514                  Ohionm@aol.com 

(330) 755-6412 

GEMS Meeting Scheduled 
 
Our GEMS volunteer auxiliary will be meeting at First Bap-
tist Church in Girard, Ohio on Saturday, October 25th at 
10:00am. If you have never been to a GEMS meeting or 
would like to know about volunteer opportunities at 
Neighborhood Ministries, we invite you to join us. If you 
would like more information, please feel free to call Mark 
at (330) 755-8696. 

� GEMS members not only raise funds for various pro-

jects, they are also a hands-on group of people, as shown 

in the above picture. They designed and assembled center-

pieces for Neighborhood Ministries 95th anniversary cele-

bration. 


